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1. EOLLOWING IS WHITE HOUSE PRESS OFFICE RELEASE CON- 
TAINING PRESIDENT CARTER'S JUNE 5 REMARKS AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE RECEPTION FOR DELEGATES TO 18TH MEXICO-US INTER- 
PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE. 


2. QUOTE: (THROUGH AN INTERPRETER) SENATOR GAMBOA, 
CONGRESSMAN ALVAREZ, SENATOR BENTSEN, CONGRESSMEN 
DE LA GARZA, WRIGHT AND OTHERS, FRIENDS OF MEXICO, IT 
IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO HAVE YOU HERE IN OUR HOUSE. 


I ALSO SPEAK ENGLISH. (LAUGHTER) AND I WOULD 
LIKE TO SAY IN MY OWN LANGUAGE THAT THE FIRST VISITOR 
THAT WE HAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE AFTER I BECAME PRESIDENT 
WAS THE PRESIDENT OE MEXICO, MY GOOD FRIEND, LOPEZ 
PORTILLO. AND MY WIFE ATTENDED HIS INAUGURATION BEFORE 
SHE ATTENDED MINE. 


WHEN HE CAME HERE, WE HAD A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 STATE 148023 


DISCUSS MANY IMPORTANT MATTERS THAT ARE OE CONCERN TO 


THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO AND TO THE PEOPLE OE THE UNITED 
STATES. SEVERAL DISCUSSION GROUPS WERE INITIATED BE- 
TWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS AND THEIR WORK HAS ALREADY 
BREN OF GREAT BENEFIT TO OUR PEOPLE. 
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WE DISCUSSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RATIFICATION OF 
THE TREATY OF TLATELOLCO. WE DISCUSSED THE IMPORTANCE 
OF A PRE-EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS INCARCERATED IN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES, AND WE DISCUSSED THE PROBLEM OF MARINE 
BOUNDARIES, OF FISHERIES AGREEMENT, AGRICULTURAL TRADE, 
CIVIL AVIATION AND I CAN REPORT TO YOU THAT ALREADY WE 
HAVE MADE EXCELLENT PROGRESS IN EVERY ONE OF THESE 
VERY IMPORTANT MATTERS. 

PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO WAS VERY HELPFUL TO US IN 
NEGOTIATING WITH PANAMA THE TERMS OF THE NEW PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY. HIS INFLUENCE AND HIS MODERATING POSI- 
TION BETWEEN OUR COUNTRY AND THAT OF PANAMA WAS A VERY 
CONSTRUCTIVE ELEMENT IN THE SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF 
THIS TREATY WHICH I BELIEVE LAYS A NEW FOUNDATION FOR 
RELATIONSHIPS THROUGHOUT THIS HEMISPHERE. 

WHEN HE AND I BECAME PRESIDENT, ONE OF THE GREATEST 
PROBLEMS WAS THE TRADE IN ILLEGAL DRUGS BETWEEN MEXICO 
AND THE UNITED STATES. BECAUSE OF HIS COURAGE AND THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR JOINT EFFORT, THIS TRADE IN HEROIN 
AND OTHER DESTRUCTIVE DRUGS HAS BEEN DRASTICALLY REDUCED. 

OBVIOUSLY, WE STILL HAVE MANY SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT WE 
SHARE - THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO DEAL HUMANELY AND PROPERLY 
WITH UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS; THE PROBLEM OF IMPROVING THE 
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ECONOMIC STATUS OE THE PEOPLE IN OUR TWO COUNTRIES; HOW 
TO INCREASE ALREADY GOOD TRADE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 
US TO DEAL WITH TAX PROBLEMS. 

I REALIZE THAT WE HAVE MANY CHALLENGES BEFORE US, BUT 
THE FRIENDSHIP THAT BINDS US TOGETHER IS A GOOD FOUNDA- 
TION ON WHICH WE CAN ANTICIPATE SUCCESS. THESE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ARE ROUTINELY CONDUCTED BETWEEN PRESIDENTS OR 
OUR MEMBERS OF OUR CABINET, BUT AN EXCHANGE OF DISTIN- 
GUISHED, LESIGLATIVE LEADERS EROM BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES 
IS A VERY CONSTRUCTIVE ELEMENT IN THE UNDERSTANDING 
OF COMMON NEEDS AND IN TYING THE PEOPLE OF OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES TOGETHER, EVEN CLOSER THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN 
THE PAST. 

WE CONSIDER THIS VISIT TO BE ONE NOT ONLY OF GREAT 
HONOR TO US, BUT ONE OF PRESENT AND FUTURE CONSTRUC- 
TIVE EFFORTS TO MAKE THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN OUR 
NATIONS EVEN BETTER. 

AND FINALLY, LET ME SAY THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ARE BLESSED TO HAVE SUCH A 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WONDERFUL NEIGHBOR TO THE SOUTH. WE LIVE IN HARMONY 
AND PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER, WITH MUTUAL RESPECT AND 
FRIENDSHIP AND WE HAVE A GREAT ADMIRATION FOR MEXICO, 
NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THESE BLESSINGS THAT ARE BESTOWED 
ON US BY YOUR BEING OUR NEIGHBOR, BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF 
THE INCREASING BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF MEXICO IS HAVING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

YOUR LEADERSHIP IN THE DEVELOPING NATIONS OP THE 
WORLD IS BECAUSE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES ON WHICH 
YOUR GOVERNMENT IS FOUNDED AND WHICH YOUR PEOPLE BE- 
LIEVE, YOUR COMPLETE COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING AND 
ENHANCING BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND WE ARE VERY PROUD TO 
SHARE THESE NOBLE IDEALS WITH PEOPLE FOR WHOM WE CARE 
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SO DEEPLY. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

END. (AT 5:30 P.M. EDT) MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1978 
END QUOTE. 

VANCE 
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